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Metadata

• “Data about data”

• Help to explain the purpose, origin, time, location, creator(s), term 
of use, and access conditions of research data

• Descriptions that facilitate cataloguing data and data discovery

• Intended for machine-reading



• Findability / Discovery

• Aid in identification or understanding of a resource

• Interoperability 

• Digital object management

• Preservation

• Navigation within parts of items

• A huge help when making data FAIR!

Why do we need metadata?

https://www.niso.org/publications/understanding-metadata-2017

https://www.niso.org/publications/understanding-metadata-2017


Dublin Core Metadata Element Set 
is a set of fifteen “core“ elements (properties) for describing resources

https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/dcmi-terms/

https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/dcmi-terms/


Dublin Core Metadata Element Set 

01. Contributor 09. Publisher

02. Coverage 10. Relation

03. Creator 11. Rights

04. Date 12. Source

05. Description 13. Subject

06. Format 14. Title

07. Identifier 15. Type

08. Language

https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/dcmi-terms/

https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/dcmi-terms/


Why do we need domain-specific metadata?

• Different research communities = different types of data



Why do we need domain-specific metadata?

• Different research communities = different types of data

• These communities may have different concerns and approaches 
to metadata

• No single standard can satisfy all the needs across communities

• For metadata to be understandable, consistency is required

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/metadata-basics/standards

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/metadata-basics/standards


Metadata standards overviews

- The Digital Curation Center: 

https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/standards/metadata

- Research Data Alliance Metadata Standards Catalog: 

https://rdamsc.bath.ac.uk/

https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/standards/metadata
https://rdamsc.bath.ac.uk/


•Standardized and organized arrangements of preferred terms and 

phrases

•Provide a consistent way to describe data and their variables

•Common types include term lists, authority files, and thesauri

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/metadata-basics/controlled-vocabs

Controlled Vocabularies

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/metadata-basics/controlled-vocabs
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Controlled Vocabularies



Takk!
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