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Research data are representations of observations, objects, or other entities used 

as evidence of phenomena for the purpose of research or scholarship1.

1Definition of research data from Borgman, Christine L. 2015. Big Data, Little Data, No Data : Scholarship in the Networked World. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press
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Copyright (or author’s right) is a legal term used to describe the rights that creators 

have over their literary and artistic works. Works covered by copyright range from 

books, music, paintings, sculpture, and films, to computer programs, databases, 

advertisements, maps, and technical drawings.

Copyright (wipo.int)

https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/


Research data and copyright

Facts

Principles

Methods

Mathematical concepts

“Copyright protection shall extend 

to expressions and not to ideas, 

procedures, methods of operation 

or mathematical concepts as 

such.”
TRIPS art 9(2)

WTO | intellectual property (TRIPS) - agreement text - contents

https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/27-trips_01_e.htm
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Database protection

For the purposes of this Directive, ‘database’ shall mean a collection of independent works, data or 

other materials arranged in a systematic or methodical way and individually accessible by electronic 

or other means.

Database directive art 1 (2.)

The database as an entity is protected, not the data

… University of Oslo has rights to catalogues, databases, etc., the development of which the 

University of Oslo has invested in, and to software created by employees during performance of 

tasks assigned as part of their employment or according to the employer's instructions.

Policy for intellectual property rights at the University of Oslo - University of Oslo (uio.no)

https://www.uio.no/english/about/regulations/research/intellectual-property/
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Rights to research data

You Others Public domain
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