
Name TEST OF WORD READING EFFICIENCY (TOWRE) 

Purpose: It is a quick test to assess fluency and accuracy of print-based 
word reading strategies. It uses phonemic decoding and sight 
word recognition. It can be useful to identify children who are 
falling behind in word reading skills 

Short description: TOWRE is a standardized test composed of subtests for increased 
word reading efficiency (reading real words) and phonemic 
decoding efficiency (reading pseudo-words) 

Academic area/skills:  •Reading efficiency                                                                                                                                        
•Phonetic decoding efficiency 

Target group: 6:0-24:11 years 

Survey method: Individual 

Standardization: US norms 

Adapted/non-adapted to 
Norwegian conditions: Translated into Norwegian 

Published: 1999 

Author: J. K. Torgesen, R.K. Wagner & C.A. Rashotte 

User groups/user 
qualifications: 

Master degree in psychology, education, occupational therapy, 
spoken language pathology, social work or in another relevant 
field, formal training in administration, scoring and interpretation 
of clinical assessments 

 


