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Abstract

Students Perceptions of classroom climate as a quality indicator of classroom practices

Student's learning is affected by multiple factors. Recent reviews have highlighted that teaching
quality at the classroom level is more important for student learning than several other factors. It is,
however, debatable what counts as teaching quality and how it can be recognised and measured.
Students’ well-being is normally included in the general discussions about education but generally
not as a dimensions of teaching quality. Here we consider Qvortrup’s (2021) definition of academic
well-being as a quality factor that refers to students’ mindsets and attitudes to their learning
environments. In this paper we argue that schools play an essential role in supporting students in
developing their social and emotional skills, knowledge, and behaviour, well-being should be a focus
point in students' education.

Students’ perspectives have been increasingly used when assessing the quality of teaching (Phillips
et al., 2021). Students spend more time with teachers than researchers can and therefore have a
unique perspective on the quality of teaching that should be considered. Others have pointed out
that students' perspectives on teaching quality are not based on professional knowledge and are
therefore largely shaped by the teacher's popularity rather than teaching quality (Shulz et al., 2014).
In this study we consider students perspectives 'and students' assessments of teaching quality
measured with Tripod survey compared to selective elements of the teaching quality measured with
the PLATO observation protocol. We especially consider factors relating to students well — being in
the classroom and how those factors align with observed factors of teaching quality. Data was
collected in ten Icelandic lower secondary schools (grade 8) by video recording 120 lessons in
Language Art, Social Science and Mathematics. Preliminary findings indicate that teachers that
promoted most care and were able to captivate students, were not necessarily the teachers that
scored highest on observed teaching quality indicators.
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